
 

 

Maths non-negotiables 
 

At Coppice Primary School and Nursery we believe that working in partnership with our parents is essential. It is vital that 

children, parents/ carers and practitioners have a shared understanding of the next steps of learning. 

We have created a set of “Non-negotiable” expectations for all pupils. These are included within this booklet and set out our 

expectations of what children should know and understand by the end of each year. We recognise that in some cases, children 

may be exceeding our expectations.   



 

By the end of the 

year 

Number Solve problems using 

resources 

Presentation 

Nursery  

FS1 

I can recite numbers 

to 10. 

 

I can recognise 

numerals 1 to 5. 

1 2 3 4 5 

 

I can count up to 3 or 

4 objects using a 

number name for each 

object. 

I can identify my own 

maths problems. 

 

I can use: 

Numicon  

Counting bears  

 
Fingers 

Number track 

 

I am beginning to represent numbers 

using my fingers, marks on paper or 

pictures. 

 

 
 

 

I can explain the marks I make. 

 



 

By the end of the 

year 

Number Solve problems using 

resources 

Presentation 

Reception  

FS2 

I can recite numbers to 

20. 

 

I can say which number 

is 1 more or 1 less than 

a given number. 

 

I can add and subtract 

1 digit numbers. 

I can solve simple 

doubling and halving 

problems. 

 

I can use: 

Numicon   

Counting bears    

 
Fingers 

Number track 

 

Cubes  

Counters  

 

I am representing numbers using my 

fingers, marks on paper or pictures. 

 

I can form some of the numerals. 

  
 

 



 

By the end of the 

year 

Number Solve problems using 

resources 

Presentation 

Year 1 I can count to 100. 

 

I can use number bonds 

to 20.  

 
 

I can write numbers to 

20. 

 

I can add and subtract 

1 digit numbers to 20. 

I can solve one-step 

problems involving 

adding and 

subtraction. 

 

I can use: 

Numicon   

Counting bears    

 
Fingers 

Number track 

 

Cubes  

Counters  

Coins 

100 square 

I can form each digit correctly 0 to 

9. 

 

I can orientate each digit correctly 

0 to 9. 

 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 



 

 

By the end of the 

year 

Number Solve problems using 

resources 

Presentation 

Year 2 I can say what the 

value of each digit is 

in a 2-digit number. 

 

 
 

I can read numbers to 

100. 

 

I can write numbers to 

100. 

I can solve problems 

using objects, pictures 

or mentally. 

 

I can use: 

Number-lines  

 
Place Value cards 

 
Coins 

100 square   

 

Jottings 

I can use 1 square for each digit in 

my Maths book. 

1 2  

   

3 8  

 

 

 

 

 

I can use the short 

date and underline it with a ruler.   

               13.10.16 

 

I can use the grid lines to draw my 

lines.  

1 2  

   

3 8  

 



 

 

By the end of 

the year 

Number Solve problems using 

resources 

Presentation 

Year 3 I can say what the value of 

each digit is in a 3 -digit 

number. 

 
 

I can read numbers to 1000. 

 

I can write numbers to 1000. 

I can solve problems 

using objects, pictures 

or mentally. 

 

I can use: 

Number-lines   

Place Value cards 

 
Coins 

100 square   

Jottings 

Multiplication grid  

 

I can correctly space my number 

sentences. 

1 8 + 1 6 = 3 4 

        

 

 

 

I can layout my calculation 

correctly e.g. 

 6 3       

+ 3 2       

  5 (3 + 2)    

 9 0 (6 0 + 3 0)  

 9 5       

         

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

By the end of 

the year 

Number Solve problems using 

resources 

Presentation 

Year 4 I can say what the value of 

each digit is in a 4-digit 

number. 

 

 
 

I can order numbers to 1000. 

 

I can count backwards through 

zero saying negative numbers. 

 

 

I can solve 2 step 

problems by deciding 

which operations 

needed. 

 

I can use: 

Number-lines 

Place Value cards 

Coins 

100 square 

Multiplication grids 

Fraction wall/ tiles  

 
Protractor 

 
 

I always use a ruler for drawing 

lines, shapes and graphs etc… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I can layout my calculation 

correctly e.g. 

 1 7 6  

+ 1 4 7  

 3 2 3  

 1 1   

     

 

 



 

 

By the end of 

the year 

Number  Solve problems using 

resources 

Presentation 

Year 5 I can say what the value of 

each digit is in a 6 -digit 

number. 

 
I can read and order numbers 

to 1 000 000. 

 

I can count forwards and 

backwards to  

1 000 000 in steps of powers 

of 10. 

I can solve multi step 

problems by deciding 

which operations 

needed. 

 

I can use: 

100 square 

Multiplication grids 

Fraction wall/ tiles 

Protractor 

Dotted paper for 

drawing shapes 

Quadrant grids 

 
 

I can choose the appropriate 

presentation to explain how I 

arrived at my answer. 

 

 

 

 



 

By the end of 

the year 

Number Solve problems using 

resources 

Presentation 

Year 6 I can say what the value of 

each digit is in a 7 -digit 

number. 

 

 
 

I can read and order numbers 

to  

10 000 000. 

 

 

I can use the language 

of mathematical 

reasoning to explain my 

ideas and the calculation 

strategies I used. 

 

I can use: 

Multiplication grids 

Fraction wall/ tiles 

Protractor 

Dotted paper for 

drawing shapes 

Quadrant grids 

Plus any resource of my 

choice. 

 

I can choose the appropriate 

presentation to explain how I 

arrived at my answer. 

 

 

 

 


